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CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
OF THE 

KIOWA INDIAN TRIBE OF OKLAHOMA 


PREAMBLE 

We, the members of the Kiowa Indian Tribe of Oklahoma, in order to promote 
better community relations with other Indian Tribes and non- Indians ; to 
safeguard and protect the rights, privileges and interests of all Kiowa 
Indians; to improve the social and economic, medical and other advantages 
for tribal members regardless of location or residence; to promote the 
common welfare and to bring the membership of the Kiowa Indian Tribe into 
a more closely knit and cooperation relationship; do hereby establish this 
organization and adopt the following constitution and bylaws. Any existing 
programs that tend to develop economic growth of the Kiowa Indian Tribe 
shall be continued. 




^ ARTICLE I - DEFINITION OF TERMS 

Section 1 . The Kiowa Indian Tribe of Oklahoma — the name of this organi- 
zation, composed of all persons who qualify for membership pursuant to 
Article II. The words 11 Kiowa Indian Tribe” as used in this document shall 
have the same meaning as the ,l The Kiowa Indian Tribe of Oklahoma/ 1 

Section 2 . Kiowa India n Council (KIC) . The governing body of the tribe, 
composed of all members at least eighteen (18) years of age or over, em- 
powered to act on those matters outlined in Article V* Section 1. Such 
matters shall be presented and discussed at meetings of the KIC pursuant 
to Article XVI, however, decisions on the issues discussed shall be made 
only by a subsequent election as provided for in Article XVII, which shall 
be open to all qualified voters of the tribe. Voters may participate in 
the election either by presenting themselves at the polls or by absentee 
balloting. 

Section 3 . Kiowa Business -Commi ttee. An eight (8) member representative 
body empowered to act on those matters outlined in Article V, Section 2. 


ARTICLE II - TRIBAL MEMBERSHIP 
(Pursuant to Amendment V, effective June 5, 1982) 

Section 1. The membership of the Kiowa Indian Tribe shall consist of the 
following persons, regardless of their residence: 


a. Upon approval of this constitution and bylaws all 
original Kiowa allottees of Kiowa Indian blood and/or 
Kiowa Captive blood will be entitled to be enrolled as 
members of the Kiowa Indian Tribe; provided, they are not 
disqualified for membership under Section 6 of this article. 

b. Descendants of persons identified in Section 1 (a) of this 
article are eligible for enrollment; provided, they file 
with the Kiowa Business Committee an application for 
enrollment and possess at least one-forth (1/4) degree 
Kiowa Indian and/or Kiowa Captive blood. Upon determi- 
nation by the Kiowa Business Committee that the individual 
meets the requirements for membership he shall be enrolled 
as a member of the tribe. 

Section 2 . All persons identified in Section 1 (a) of this article shall be 
considered as possessing four-fourths (4/4) degree Kiowa Indian and/or Kiowa 
Captive blood for the purpose of computing eligibility of their descendants 
for membership under Section 1 (b) of this article. 

Section 3 . Persons whose parents are not recorded on official records as 
Kiowa Captives must prove by other acceptable evidence that they possess 
the required degree of Kiowa Indian and/or Kiowa Captive blood. Changes 
in degree of Indian blood from that shown in the records may be made in 
accordance with procedures established by the Kiowa Tribal Business Com- 
mittee, provided any change in blood degree shall be subject to the approval 
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs or his authorised representative. 

Section 4 . Applications for membership must be supported by birth certi- 
ficates or authenticated copies thereof and/or other records recognized by 
State or Federal Recorders, as required by the circumstances of each appli- 
cation. All evidence will be retained by the business committee to support 
the record. 

Section 5 . Persons adopted by individual Kiowa tribal members shall not be 
eligible for membership unless they otherwise qualify for enrollment. 

Section 6 . Persons who are enrolled as a member of another tribe shall not 
be eligible for enrollment with the Kiowa Indian Tribe if they have, by 
virtue of such enrollment, received benefits in land or money. Persons who 
are enrolled as a member of another tribe and have not shared in tribal 
assets as 'specified above shall be eligible for membership in the Kiowa Indian 
Tribe only if they file with both tribes a formal relinquishment of member- 
ship in the other tribe. 

Persons found to be enrolled with another Indian tribe shall be notified 
of their dual enrollment status by certified mail, return receipt requested. 

If they have not shared in tribal assets as defined above, they shall be 
given ninety (90) days from the date of receipt of the notice in which to 
elect the tribe with which they wish to retain their membership. In the 
event they do not notify the Kiox^a Enrollment Committee as specified above, 
their name will be removed from the Kiowa membership roll. 


Section 7 . No person who possesses no Kiowa Indian and/or Kiowa Captive 
blood shall be enrolled as a member of the Kiowa Indian Tribe. 


Section 8 , The Kiowa Business Committee shall serve as the enrollment 
committee. 


Section 9 . The Kiowa Indian Council shall have the power to prescribe 
rules and regulations covering future membership, including adoptions 
and the loss of membership, subject to the approval of the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs or his authorized representative. 




Section 10 . Notwithstanding the provisions of Article II, Section 6, in-' 
volving the receipt of benefits in land or money, any person who meets 
the eligibility criteria of Article II, Section 1, who as a minor accepted 
terial or monetary benefits by virtue of the minor being a member of 
nother Indian tribe, shall have the option of relinquishing their member- 
ship in the other tribe and becoming a member of the Kiowa Indian Tribe 
not later than one year after the person attains the age of recognition 
by the Kiowa Indian Council, as prescribed in Article I, Section 2, pro- 
vided further that any person eligible for membership in the Kiowa Indian 
Tribe under this section at the time of its ratification must take appro- 
priate action to enroll as a member of the Kiowa Indian Tribe no later 
than ninety days subsequent to the adoption of this section. (June 5, 1982) 

ARTICLE III - KIOWA BUSINESS COMMITTEE 
(Pursuant to Amendment IV, effective June 5, 1982) 


Section 1 . Composition . There shall be a Kiowa Business Committee composed 
of four (4) officers and four (4) committeemen, . This committee shall be 
enpowered by the Kiowa Indian Council during its specified term of office to 
represent the Kiowa Indian Tribe in all official matters pertaining to tribal 
business, in accordance with Article V, Section 2. 

Section 2 . The selection of chairman, vice-chairman, treasurer, secretary, 
and the four committeemen shall be determined by vote of the Kiowa Indian 
Council by secret ballot pursuant to an election ordinance enacted by the 
general election board. 

Section 3 . The term of office for each officer and committeeman shall 
be for a period of two (2) years and until a successor is duly elected 
and installed in office. Each officer and committeeman shall be eligible 
to serve two consecutive terms. At the completion of his second conse- 
cutive term of office, a committeeman or officer shall not be eligible 
for re-election or appointment to fill a vacancy on the committee until 
a period of two (2) years has elapsed. 

Section 4 . Eligibility . All members of the Kiowa Indian Tribe who have 
reached the age of. twenty-one (21) years shall be eligible to serve as 
members of the business committee, or subordinate offices by election 
or appointment, except those persons previously convicted in a court of 
competent jurisdiction of a felony involving dishonesty, or any Kiowa 
member who is indebted delinquently to the Kiowa Tribe in excess of two 
(2) years or a Kiowa member who has been recalled from the Kiowa Business 
Committee because of mis-use of tribal and/or program funds . 
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Section 5 . Tenure . The four (4) officers and four (4) members of the 
business committee shall be elected for two-year terms. In the first 
election following the effective date of this constitution, the chairman, 
treasurer and two committeemen shall be elected to hold office through 
June 30, 1972, and until a successor is duly elected and installed, and 
the vice-chairman, secretary and the remaining two (2) committeemen shall 
be elected to hold office through June 30, 1971, and until a successor 
is duly elected and installed. Thereafter, there shall be an annual 
election on the first Saturday of June and all terms of office shall be — 
for two (2) years. 

ARTICLE IV - RECALL AND FILLING VACANCIES ' _ 

Section 1 . Grounds for Recall . Any elected or appointed official or any 
tribal employee charged by a fellow tribesman with (1) habitual neglect of 
duties; or (2) immorality or a felonious crime; or (3) habitual absence 
from regularly scheduled monthly meetings of the committee; or (4) pre- 
sentation and/or discussion of any tribal matters to and/or with officals 
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs in Washington, D. C # , without the instructed 
authority of the business committee; or (5) the violation of any part of this 
constitution shall be subject to recall. He shall have a public hearing be- 
fore the business committee. A written statement of the charges shall be 
presented to the person so charged at least ten (10) days prior to the sche- 
duled hearing. An affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the 
committee will determine if the matter is to be referred to the hearing 
board for its consideration and action pursuant to Article XIV, Section 3. 

Any dispute pertaining to recall of an individual from any elected or ap- 
pointed office or position shall be heard by the hearing board as to whether 
that individual shall be recalled from office or position by ballot vote of 
the Kiowa Indian Council. 

Section 2 . Filling Vacancies . Any vacancy on the business committee shall 
be filled within sixty (60) days by a duly held election called by the 
election board; provided, such vacancy shall not have been created within six 
(6) months of the next scheduled election and, if so, it shall be filled 
by an appointee selected by a majority vote of the remaining members of the 
business committee to serve until the next scheduled election. Any appointee 
must meet the same qualifications as a candidate for election to office. 

Section 3 . Should the Kiowa Business Committee be permanently unable to 
raise a quorum, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs or his authorized re- 
presentative may call and supervise an election to bring the committee 
up to its full complement and prescribe the rules or procedure. 

ARTICLE V - POWERS 

Section 1 . Kiowa Indian Council . Authority to act concerning the following 
matters shall be vested in the Kiowa Indian Council (all members of the tribe 
eighteen (18) years of age or older) unless specifically delegated: 

a. Approval of an annual budget. 


b. 


Claims 



c. Sale of tribal land. 

d. Long terms industrial, commercial, or 
development leases * 

f. Legal counsel contracts. 

g. Selection of tribal employees. 

h. All other powers not vested in the business 

committee by Section 2 of this article shall - . 

be retained by the Kiowa Indian Council. TL 

i. Any of the above powers may be delegated to 
the business committee. 

Section 2 . The Kiowa Business Committee shall be empowered to take neces- 
sary action on the following: 

a. Revocable permits, farm and grazing leases; oil 
and mineral leases; easements and rights-of-way. 

b. Appoint subordinate committees. 

c. Promote arts and crafts and Kiowa Indian Culture. 

d. Prepare annual budgets for submission to and approval 
of the Kiowa Indian Council. 

e. Accept applications for tribal employment and sub- 
mission to the Kiowa Indian Council for selection. 

f. Determine term of employment and salary of tribal 
employees. 

Section 3 . Kiowa, Comanche, and Apache Intertribal Land Use Committee . The 
chairman of the Kiowa Business Committee and business committee members de- 
signated by the business committee shall work in conjunction with representa- 
tives of the Kiowa-Apache and Comanche Tribes to transact business regarding 
common property belonging to the three (3) tribes. 

Section 4 . Tribal Delegations . 

a. When it is necessary for a delegation to represent the 
Kiowa Indian Tribe, the delegates are to be chosen by 
the business committee. Delegations shall be held to 
a minimum as requirements dictate. 

b. When a delegation is authorized to go to Washington, 

D.C., by a duly adopted resolution of the business 
committee, said delegation shall act for the Kiowa 
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Indian Tribe. No matter affecting official tribal 

affairs shall be discussed with Washington officials 

unless it shall have been previously approved as an 

agenda item by the business committee and included 

in the authorizing resolution. A full written report 

of the delegation's findings shall be given to the 

business committee at its next regular meeting and 

appropriately publicized for the information of __ 

tribal members after its return from Washington. 

Section 5 . Reserve Power Clause . Any right and power heretofore vested ~ - 

in the Kiowa Indian Tribe but not expressly referred to in this constitutions 
shall not be abridged by this article, but may be exercised by the members — 
of the Kiowa Indian Council through the adoption of appropriate amendments 
to this constitution and bylaws. 

By this article, all powers, NOT expressly vested in the business committee 
are reserved to the Kiowa Indian Council. 

ARTICLE VI - ELECTIONS 

V - >- •' 

Following approval by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, this constitution 
and bylaws shall be submitted to a general election of the Kiowa Indian Tribe 
for ratification. The Superintendent of the Anadarko Agency shall supervise 
this election, assisted by the constitution committee. 

Section 1 . First Election of Business Committee . As soon as practical after 
the approval and ratification of this constitution and bylaws, the Superin- 
tendent of the Anadarko Agency shall call an election for business committee 
members. Such election shall be held under rules and regulations prescribed 
by the Superintendent of the Anadarko Agency. 

S ection 2 . Filing for Office - First Election . In the first election for 
business committee members following the effective date of this constitution 
and bylaws, a person seeking election as a representative on the business 
committee must personally file written notice of his candidacy for a given 
position on the business committee with the Superintendent of the Anadarko 
Agency within such time limit as the Superintendent prescribes. Such notice 
shall be supported by a filing fee of $25.00 which will be deposited in a 
Kiowa election account. No person shall be eligible to file as a candidate 
unless he or she is qualified pursuant to Section 4 of Article III of this 
constitution. The intent of this section shall be incorporated into the 
regulations governing subsequent elections of tribal officials, except that 
written notices of candidacy shall be filed with the general election board 
rather than the Superintendent. 

Section 3 . Election Ordinance . Following the first election, elections shall 
be held pursuant to regulations prescribed by the general election board which 
shall be consistent with this constitution and bylaws. 

Section 4 . Secret Ballot . All voting in general elections and referendums 
shall be by secret ballot. 
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Section 5. 


Absentee Ballots shall be issued for all elections. 

Section 6 . Eligibility . Tribal members who are at least eighteen (18) 
years of age on election day regardless of their place of residence 
shall be eligible to vote. 

ARTICLE VII - REFERENDUM 

Section 1 . Upon receipt of a valid petition signed by 400 qualified voters 
of the Kiowa Indian Tribe protesting any enactment of the business committee, 
the general election board shall call and hold a special referendum of the — 
tribe to vote on whether the action of the committee shall be vetoed or up- I* 
held. No such petition may be filed later than sixty (60) days following 
the questioned enactment of the business committee. The majority of the votes 
cast in such referendum shall be conclusive and binding on the business 
committee; provided, at least four hundred (400) votes are cast. If the 
ordinance or resolution is rejected by such vote, that enactment shall be 
null and void as of the date of the referendum, and shall not be considered 
for a period of at least six (6) months. If the general election board fails 
to call and hold such a referendum within thirty (30) days, the Superintendent 
of the Anadarko Agency shall call and conduct it. The expense of such re- 
ferendum shall be borne by the Kiowa Indian Tribe. 

ARTICLE VIII - BILL OF RIGHTS 
(Pursuant to Amendment III, effective June 5, 1982) 

Section 1 . All members of the tribe shall enjoy without hindrance freedom 
of worship, conscience, speech, press, assembly and association. 

Section 2 . This constitution and bylaws shall not in any way alter, abridge 
or otherwise jeopardize the rights and privileges of the members of the tribe 
as citizens of the State of Oklahoma or the United States. 


Section 3 . The individual property rights of any member of the Kiowa Indian 
Tribe shall not be altered, abridged or otherwise affected by the provisions 
of this constitution and bylaws. 



S ection 4 . Tribal members shall have the right to review tribal records at 
a reasonable time established by the record holder within five (5) days of 
the request for the review, (_S*e.e- (A WcxcY*\^ ryyv ^ 


Section 5 . The protections guaranteed to individual tribal members by Title 
II of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 (82 Stat. 77) against actions of a tribe 
in exercising its powers of self-government, shall apply to members of the 
Kiowa Indian Tribe, 

ARTICLE IV - AMENDMENTS ^ 


Section 1 . Proposal by Business Committee , This constitution and bylaws may 
be amended in an election authorized by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and 
conducted by the general election board. Upon receipt of a resolution enacted 
by the business committee, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs shall, if he ap- 
proves the proposed amendment, authorize the general election board to conduct 
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an election to permit the qualified voters to either adopt or reject the 
proposal. 

Such amendment shall be effective if ratified by a majority of the eligible 
voters voting in an election in which at least six hundred (600) qualified 
voters participate in the election. 

Section 2 . Proposal by Petition . It shall be the duty of the business 
committee to forward to the Commissioner a request for an amendment election 
upon receipt of a petition signed by at least four hundred (400) qualified 
voters and found to be valid by the general election board. The provisions 
outlined in Section 1 of this article shall govern the authorization and 
conduct of the election. 

ARTICLE X - KIOWA TRIBAL EMPLOYEES 

Section 1. Whenever it becomes necessary, the Kiowa Indian Tribe shall em- 
ploy tribal employees. The employees shall be tribal members if at all 
possible. The selectees can be business committee members or non-committee 
members. Applicants will apply to the business committee, and the committee 
shall prepare a list for presentation to the KIC for a vote of approval as 
a tribal employee. The business committee shall give a thirty (30) day 
notice in which to receive applications. The funds for salary may be from 
allocated funds, i.e., tribal funds. State or Federal grants, or funds pro- 
vided by any organization, foundations, or other source. Any and all exist- 
ing tribal employee (s) shall come under the jurisdiction of this constitu- 
tion and bylaws. A work and expense report OF and BY the employee(s) shall 
be made to the business committee each quarter on dates specified by the 
business committee. 
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BYLAWS 


ARTICLE XI - OATH OF OFFICE 

Section 1. Each member of the business committee and each officer or subor- 
dinate officer elected or appointed shall take an oath of office and pledge 
himself to support and defend the Constitution and Bylaws of the Kiowa Indian 
Tribe of Oklahoma prior to assuming the duties of his office. The following 
form of oath shall be given: 

1 > do hereby solemnly affirm that I will 

support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, 

and will carry out faithfully and impartially the duties of any office to the 

best of my ability and will promote and protect the best interests of the Kiowa 
Indian Tribe in accordance with the tribal constitution and bylaws. 

The oath of office is to be administered by the chairman of the general election!^ 
board. 

ARTICLE XII - DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

Section 1 . Chairman : The chairman of the Kiowa Business Committee shall pre- 

side at all business committee meetings and meetings of the Kiowa Indian Coun- 
cil. He shall have general supervision over the affairs of the business commit- 
tee and shall perform all duties pertaining to the office of chairman. 

He shall be responsible to make a general report of tribal affairs to each meet- 
ing of the Kiowa Indian Council. 

Section 2 . Vic e -Chairman . In the event of a temporary absence of the chairman 
of the Kiowa Business Committee, the vice-chairman shall perform the duties of 
the office of chairman. In the event of an extended absence or inability of 
the chairman to perform the duties of his office, and when the office is for 
either of these reasons declared by a majority vote of the business committee 
to be vacant, the vice-chairman shall automatically succeed the chairman and 
inherit the designated duties and responsibilities of this position. Should 
the office of vice-chairman be vacated before the tenure of his elected term 
is expired, a new vice-chairman shall be elected at the next regularly sched- 
uled meeting; by the Kiowa Business Committee, to serve until the next sched- 
uled election. 

Section 3 . Secretary . The secretary of the Kiowa Business Committee shall 
correctly record the proceedings of all meetings of the business committee 
and the Kiowa Indian Council, and shall forward copies of the minutes and 
resolutions of all meetings to the Superintendent of the Anadarko Agency. 

The secretary shall be responsible for the prompt and efficient handling of 
correspondence pertaining to the business of the committee. The secretary 
shall make out the order of business for the chairman, shall notify committee 
members of their appointments, shall have custody on behalf of the tribe of 
the reccrds and papers of the committee. 
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The secretary shall keep a correct list of members of the committee, shall 
authenticate accounts or orders of the committee and in the absence of the 
chairman and vice-chairman, shall call the meeting to order until a chairman 
pro tempore is selected. The secretary shall read the minutes of the pre- 
vious meeting. At the expiration of the term of his office, all records, 
equipment, supplies and tribal papers in the possession of the secretary shall 
be turned over to his successor. The secretary shall issue notices of tribal 
meetings and make available by public announcement the anticipated agenda of 
such meetings. In the event of an extended absence or inability of the secre- 
tary, and when the office is for either of these reasons declared by a majori- 
ty vote of the business committee to be vacant, the treasurer shall assume the 
designated duties of office of the secretary until such time as the election 
or appointment of a new secretary. 

A. 

Sec. 4. Treasurer. The Treasurer of the Kiowa Business Committee shall be 
responsible for each yearly budget allowance received by the Kiowa Business 
Committee and ’shall keep an accurate account of all receipts and disbursements 
from this budget allowance. 

The txeasurer shall make appropriate reports (of all accounts) to the business 
committee and present summary reports at meetings of the Kiowa Indian Council. 

The accounts and records of the business committee shall be open at all times 
for inspection and audit by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs or his authorized 
representative. The books of the treasurer shall be subject to audit or in- 
spection at the discretion of the business committee. 

All budget funds entrusted to the care of the treasurer shall be kept in a 
special account in a bank authorized by the business committee and all disburse- 
ments therefrom shall be made by check with the checks to be countersigned by 
the Chairman of the Kiowa Business Committee. 

The treasurer shall file a surety bond satisfactory to the business committee 
and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs or his authorized representative. The 
cost of all tribal surety bonds shall be paid from tribal funds. 

All disbursements from tribal funds shall be made under authority of a properly 
executed resolution. In the event of an extended absence or inability of the 
treasurer to perform his duties, and when the office is for either of these 
reasons declared by a majority vote of the business committee to be vacant, 
the Secretary of the Kiowa Business Committee when properly bonded shall assume 
the designated duties of the treasurer until a new treasurer has been elected 
or appointed. 


ARTICLE XIII - GENERAL ELECTION BOARD 

Section 1 . There shall be a general election board composed of five (5) people 
appointed by the business committee from outside its membership. No person 
shall be permitted to serve at the same time on both the general election board 
and the hearing board. The appointments of the members of the general election 
board shall run for a term of five (5) years and until their successors are in- 
stalled in office. A temporary election board shall be appointed following the 
effective date of this constitution to serve until the regular January, 1971, 
meeting of the business committee. The initial appointment of the five (5) mem- 
bers of the general election board shall be made by the business committee which 
shall specify the length of terms of office for each member of the general election 
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board for a period of one, two, three, four, and five years, respectively. 
Thereafter, during its regular January meeting of the business committee, 
an appointment shall be made to fill the vacancy occurring each year on 
the general election board during January. 

Vacancies occurring in the membership of the general election board in 
accordance with Article IV, Section 1 of the constitution, prior to the 
expiration of a member 1 s appointment shall be filled by the business com- 
mittee for the duration of the unexpired term. 

The general election board shall elect annually from its membership, a 
chairman and secretary. 

Section 2 . Voting; List . The board shall compile and maintain a list of 
persons entitled to vote which shall be posted at the election polling 
place at least ten (10) days prior to each election. A current voting list 
shall be furnished the business committee before each election. 

Section 3 . The board shall determine any claim as to the right of any 
person listed or not listed to vote. 

Section 4 . Foil Officials . The members of the board shall appoint a 
judge, clerk and teller for each of the polling places. The duties of 
these officials shall be to see that only those persons on the approved 
list are permitted to vote; that names are checked off as ballots are 
cast; and that the ballot of each voter is individually cast. These 
appointed members snail be responsible to the general election board. 

No candidate for office shall be a board member or a sub-appointee. 

Section 5 . Duties of Foil Officials . The judge, clerk, and teller shall 
count and record the votes at each polling place as soon as the polls 
close, and immediately notify the chairman of the election board of the 
results. All marked and unmarked ballots will be turned over to the chair- 
man of the election board within eighteen (18) hours of the closing of the 
polls; the election chairman will issue a signed receipt for the ballots 
and have the ballots locked in the office of the Superintendent of the 
Anadarko Agency for two years before being destroyed. 

Section 6 . Authorities of the Election B oard . The general election board 
shall have the authority to rule upon the eligibility of the candidates 
and the responsibility to ascertain that the election rules are being fol- 
lowed. A decision of the election board with regard to contest may be 
appealed to the hearing board. 

ARTICLE XIV - HEARING BOARD 
(Pursuant to Amendment II, effective June 6, 1981) 

Section 1 . Composition of Board and Tenure of Members . There shall be a 
hearing board composed of five (5) people, who shall be at least fifty (50) 
years of age, appointed by the Kiowa Business Committee from outside its 
membership. No person shall be permitted to serve at the same time on both 
the hearing board and the general election board. The initial appointment 
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of the three (3) members of the hearing board shall be made by the busi- 
ness committee which will specify the lengths of terms office for each 
member of the hearing board for a period of one, two, and three years 
respectively. Upon the effective date of this amendment (June 6, 1981) 
there shall be two additional members appointed by the business committee, 
the term for one year and the term of the other shall be for two years. 
Thereafter, the term of appointment for all five members shall be for 
a period of three (3) years. 

Section 2 . Action of the hearing board shall be initiated by a request 
in writing from the Kiowa Business Committee or from a tribal member, 
provided that said tribal member has first presented his request to the 
Kiowa Business Committee. A hearing board recorder or secretary shall 
keep records of all proceedings. All decisions of the hearing board as 
to whether or not an issue shall be submitted to a vote of the Kiowa 
Indian Council shall be final. 

Section 3 . Recall Matters . It shall be the responsibility of the hearing 
board pursuant to Article IV, Section 1, of this constitution and bylaws 
to decide whether a proposal to recall a tribal official shall be denied 
or submitted to the general election board which shall conduct a recall 
election. 

S ection 4. Election Protest , The hearing board shall also consider appeals 
from decisions of the general election board rendered in conjunction with 
an election as provided in Article XIII, Section 6, of this constitution 
and bylaws. 

ARTICLE XV - MEETINGS OF THE BUSINESS COMMITTEE 

Section 1 . T he regula r meeting s of the Kiowa Business Committee shall be 
held the first Saturday of each month, unless the first Saturday falls on 
a holiday. The said meeting shall then be held the following Saturday. 

Section 2. Special meetings of the Kiowa Business Committee may be called 
by the chairman or upon request of the majority of the business committee. 

Section 3 . Per diem payments for attending regular and special meetings 
shall be authorized as follows: 

a. A full day's per diem shall be paid for attendance at 
a meeting regardless of the length of the session or 
the absence of a quorum. The amount shall be the same 
as that authorized for a 24-hour period for employees 
of the Anadarko Agency of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

b. In no event shall the attendance of more than one tribal 
meeting in a calendar day result in a person receiving 
more than the per diem rate for one 24-hour period. 

c. Per diem payments for special meetings shall be limited 
to six (6) meetings per year. 
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Section 4 . Quorum. No business of any nature shall be transacted unless 
a quorum is present. A quorum shall consist of five (5) members of the 
business committee. Decisions shall be reached by a majority vote of 
those present, provided that the chairman shall not vote except in the 
event of a tie. 


Section 5 . Conduct of Meetings . 

a. All meetings shall be conducted in accordance with 
Robert T s Rules of Order , unless otherwise specified 
in this constitution and bylaws. 


b. Any person wishing to express his opinion during the 
course of a meeting shall first obtain the consent 
of the committee for the right to speak. He shall 
then be permitted to speak in either his native tongue 
or in English. 

ARTICLE XVI - MEETINGS OF THE KIOWA INDIAN COUNCIL 
(Pursuant to Amendment I, effective June 3, 1978) 


The purpose of the Kiowa Indian Council meetings shall be to give information 
and to discuss any matter pertaining to the Kiowa Indian Tribe. 


Section 1 . Calling of Meetings . A meeting of the Kiowa Indian Council shall 
be called by the Kiowa Business Committee whenever such a meeting is deemed 
necessary by the business committee: provided, however, that meetings of the 
Kiowa Indian Council shall be held on the first Saturday of April and on the 
first Saturday of October of each year. 


Section 2 . Notice of all meetings . A meeting of the Kiowa Indian Council 
shall be given through all appropriate means by the Secretary of the Kiowa 
Business Committee at least ten (10) days prior to the date of such meeting.' 


Section 3 . Conduct of Meetings . 


a. All meetings of the Kiowa Indian Council shall be 
conducted in accordance with Robert *s Rules of 
Order , unless otherwise specified in this constitu- 
tion and bylaws. 


b. Any person wishing to express his opinion during 
the course of a meeting shall have the right to 
choose to speak in native tongue or in English. 

Section 4. The agenda for each meeting of the Kiowa Indian Council shall be 
compiled by the Kiowa Business Committee. Following the completion of dis- 
cussion on all agenda items, other tribal business may be discussed. 


Section 5 . Decisions on the issues discussed at the Kiowa Indian Council 
shall be made at a subsequent election held pursuant to the provisions of 
Article XVII of this constitution and bylaws. 



ARTICLE XVII - VOTING ON ISSUES 


Section 1 . As required, following the meetings of the Kiowa Indian Council, 
the general election board shall conduct an election pursuant to its election 
ordinance to decide on issues presented to the Kiowa Indian Council. 

ARTICLE XVIII - ADOPTION 

Following approval by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, this constitution- 
and bylaws shall become effective when ratified by a majority vote of those 
voting in an election authorised by the Commissioner and conducted.. pursuant 
to regulations prescribed by the Superintendent of the Anadarko Agency. ' 


APPROVAL 

I, Acting Associate , 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs do hereby approve the foregoing Constitution 
and Bylaws of the Kiowa Indian Tribe of Oklahoma. 


William J. Benham 

Acting Associate Commissioner of Indian Affairs 


Washington, D, C. 

Date: March 13, 1970 

Pursuant to an order approved March 13, 1970, by the Acting Associate 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, the attached Constitution and Bylaws 
of the Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma, was submitted for ratification to the 
eligible voters of the Kiowa Tribe and was on May 23, 1970, duly rati- 
fied by a vote of 484 for, and 253 against, in an election duly called 
for that purpose. 



1 8 1981 

Area Director, Anadarko Area Office 
Branch of Tribal Government Services 

V 

Certification of Results of Kiowa General Election - June 6, 1981 


Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs (Operations) 
Attention: Division of Tribal Government Services, 

Tribal Operations Section 


Attached is a copy of a memorandum from the Anadarko Agency 
Superintendent submitting the results of the June 6, 1981 general 
election of the Kiowa Indian Tribe of Oklahoma. 



Amendment II to the Kiowa Constitution, as stated in Resolution 81-42, 
was ratified at the June 6, 19S1, and is to be incorporated In 
Section 1, Article XIV of the tribe's constitution. 


This memorandum and attached information are to be considered as 
the official certification of the '3tm 6, 1981 election. 


/C/r- ! \ r*i 


’:s VL Dsfaney 


Attachment 


cc: Superintendent, Anadarko Agency 

Chairman Ware, Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma 


MMcDaniel :dk 6-18-81 



( 


KIOWA NO. ■> / - x/j2 


RESOLUTION 


TO AMEND THE KIOWA TRIBAL CONSTITUTION TO 
INCLUDE AMENDMENT #11 WHICH CHANGES 
HEARING BOARD MEMBERSHIP FROM 
3 MEMBERS TO 5 MEMBERS 


WHEREAS , 


WHEREAS , 


WHEREAS , 


THEREFORE 


the Kiowa Business Committee under Article IX - Amendments, 
Section 1., of the Kiowa Constitution is specifically em- 
powered to amend the Kiowa Constitution, and 

according to the Kiowa Constitution the Kiowa Business Com- 
mittee must first submit a Resolution to the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, and 

the Kiowa Business Committee is desirous to comply with the 
specifications of the Kiowa Constitution and to enact the' 
amendment requirements, now 




BE ' IT RESOLVED, that Section 1, Article XIV shall be amend- 
ed to read "Composition of Board and Tenure of Members. 
There shall be a hearing board composed of five (5) people, 
who shall be at least fifty (50) years of age, appointed by 
the Kiowa Business Committee from outside its membership. 

No person shall be permitted to serve at the same time on 
both the hearing board and the general election board. The 
initial appointment of the three (3) members of the hearing 
board shall be made by the Business Committee which will 
specify the lengths of terms office for each member of the 
hearing board for a period of one, two and three years res- 
pectively. Upon the effective date of this amendment there 
shall be two additional members appointed by the business 
committee, the term for one shall be for one year and the 
term of the other shall be for two years. Thereafter, the 
term of appointment for all five members shall be for a 
period of three (3) years. 


The above resolution was duly adopted at a duly called meeting of the 

Kiowa Business Committee held on V ,1981, at ^^ >r> ; r 

„ /■>_ , by a majority vote of 

quorum w as present. 


sV 


for and 




against, a 


ATTEST: 




DATE: 
REPLY TO 

ATTN OF: 

SUBJECT: 

TO: 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

memorandum 

June 18, 1981 

Superintendent, Anadarko Agency 
Kiowa Election Results 


Area Director, Anadarko 

Attention: Tribal Government Services 


Attached is a copy of the letter received from the chairman of the 
Kiowa General Election Board certifying the results of the June 6, 
1981, general election. You will particularly note that the consti- 
tutional amendment was ratified by a vote of 551 for and 259 against 
with more than the required 600 voting in the election. We have not 
received the formal certification of its ratification which you trans- 
mitted to the tribe with your approval, but we will proceed with in- 
corporating the amendment into the constitution on the basis of the 
attached certification. 



Attachment : 


OPTIONAL FORM NO. ID 
(REV. 1 -SO) 

G5A FPMR (41 CFR) 10!-1 t.f 
5010-114 

ftU.S. Government Printing Office, - ^ — 


( 



POSTAL BOX 361 » CARNEGIE OKLAHOMA 73015 

June 15, 1981 


Mr. Rupert Thompson, Superintendent 
Anadarko Agency 
P.O. Box 309 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Anadarko, Oklahoma 73105 





9 405/654-2300 





Dear Mr. Thompson: 

The Kiowa General Election Board convened at 7:30 p.irt. 
on June 12, 1981, in the Kiowa Complex, Carnegie, Oklahoma. 
After reviewing results of the June 6, 1981 general election, 
the Kiowa General Election Board voted five to zero to cer- 
tify the election. 

The swearing-in of the newly elected candidates will be 
held on Friday, June 26, 1981. 

Attached are the tabulated results. 

Sincerely , 

d 

Chuck Tsoodle, Chairman 

Kiowa General Election Board 



CONSTITUTIONAL 


AMENDMENT 

Anadarko 

Carnegie 

Hobart 

Lawton 

Ok. City 

Absentee 

TOTAL ck 

Shall the Kiowa Hearing 
Board be composed of five 

Yes 

J 

_ 167 j 

1 52 

31 

49 

50 

1 02 

i 

551 

(5) members. 

NO 

110 

81 

1 3 

19 

1 3 

23 

259 

CONSTITUTIONAL 

AMENDMENT 








Tribal members shall have 
the right to review tribal 
records within five(5) days 
b w the request to the Kiowa 
Business Committee. 

If passed to be ratified at 
a future election.) 

Yes 

180 

1 72 

36 

57 

52 

1 1 7 

614 

No 

98 

63 

8 

10 



1 0 

8 

1 97 

CONSTITUTIONAL 

AMENDMENT 








Any ^person that has ever 
been recalled from the 

Yes 

1 56 

1 51 

32 

52 

49 

9 9 

539 

Kiowa Business Committee 
because of misuse of tri- 
bal and/or program funds 
shall not be eligible to 
serve again on the Kiowa 
Business Committee. 

No 

122 

85 

1 3 

1 6 

14 

26 

276 

(If passed to be ratified 
a' i future election.) 






> 

. 



Total number of people voting in the June 6, 1981 Kiowa 
Tribal Election. 


Anadarko 

278 

Carnegie 

242 

Okla. City 

68 

Hobart 

47 


Lawton 


70 


Absentee 126 

















Tribal Government Services 


mmmsi area office 

P. O. Box 368 
Anadarko. Oklahoma 
73005 


Through: Superintendent, Anadarko Agency 

Mr. Pressley Ware, Qwtlrsan 
a I owa Tribal Business tcsmi ttee 
?. 0. Box 1028 
Anadarko, Oklahoma 73005 



Dear Hr. Ware: 

He have received a copy of Resolution, Kiowa Ho. 78-29., adopted by 
the Kiowa Business Committee at a meeting held April 3, 1978, at 
Anadarko, Gklahstsa. The original copy of the resolution and the 
request for approval of the proposed assessment which was submitted 
direct to the Assistant Secretary-Indian Affairs, Forrest J. Serard, 
Is being returned to you as the authority for such approval is 
delegated to the Area Director. 

This resolution proposes an amendment to Section 1.. Article 
XVI - Meetings of the Kiowa Indian Council, which now reads: 

*i. ' ' * " • '■ ■ • 

Section 1 . Calling of Settings , 


»■ 

.TTUta." .Jr 

~ T i ij; 







A meeting of the Kiowa Indian Ceunci 1 shall be called 
by the Kiowa Business Cossi ttae whenever such a meeting 
is deemed necessary by the business committee; provided, 
however,: that meetings of the Kiowa Indian Council 
shall be held on the first Saturday of May and on the 
fi rst Saturday of October of each year. 


V'.-.dj ' • C" T> 


- - - 'H'S-;', 
■ -3 ri; 4 



Af€HDM£3T I 








Section 1., Article XVI - Ratings of the Kiowa Indian Council, 
shall be amended to read as follows: 

Section 1 . Calling of Meetings . 

A seating of the Kiowa Indian Council shall be called 
by the Kiowa Business Ccamittee whenever such a meeting 
is dsesed necessary by the business committee; provided, 
however, that meetings of the Kiowa Indian Council 
shall be held on the first Saturday of April and on the 
first Saturday of October of each year. 





J& 1 ' ’ j 
•CT*; 7 . 
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Pursuant to authority delegated to the Assistant Secretary - Indian 
Affairs by Secretarial Order No. 3010, 42 F.R. 53S82 and rsdelsgated 
to the Area Director by 10 BIAH 3.1, 40 F.R. 17045, I am approving 
the proposed amendment, designated as Ajga& a ant I p y the Constitution 
and Bylaws of the Kiowa Indian Tribe of Oklahoma. 

As provided in Section 1, Article IX - Amencfaents, the Election 
Board of the Kiowa Indian Tribe is hereby authorized to conduct an 
election to permit the qualified voters to either adopt or reject 
the asemteient which shall be affective If ratified by a majority 
of the eligible voters voting In an election In which at least 
six hundred (600) qualified voters participate in the election. 







Please provide a copy of the certification of the rssult3 of the 
election to the Superintendent of the Anadarko Agency. 


A copy of this letter Is being forwarded to the Chaiman of the 
Kiowa Election Beard. 


Sincerely yours, 
(ssd) Stanley Speaks 

Area Director 


cc: Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs 

Attention: Division of Tribal Soverntnent Services 


Superintendent, Anadarko Agency 
Chairman, Kiowa Election Board 


MMcDaniel-JM ajh 4/19/1978 
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KIOWA TRIBE OF OKLAHOMA 


RESULTS OF THE GENERAL ELECTION OF THE KIOWA INDIAN COUNCIL 

HELD ON JUNT3, 1978 


TO: Superintendent 

Anadarko Agency 

FROM: Kiowa General Election Board 

SUBJECT: General Election Report 


We, the undersigned members of the Kiowa Election Board, do hereby certify that 
votes were cast in the Kiowa General Election on June 3, 1978, in the following 
manner: s~- 

s') i Q (s 7 / 

Total ballots cast in person. 


Total ballots cast by Absentee Ballot. 



Total ballots spoiled or mutilated and 
not counted. 


GRAND TOTAL OF LEGAL BALLOTS CAST 


We also certify that all unused numbered ballots issued to the voting stations 
were returned to the Kiowa Election Board together with the Precinct Report. 


The apparent results of the voting, with statistics, is attached for your infor- 
mation. We will notify you if further action needs to be taken. 







Frances Oheltoint, Chairman 
KIOWA GENERAL ELECTION BOARD 


ATTEST: 








Ernestine Kauley, Secretary 
KIOWA GENERAL ELECTION BOARD 



ATTACHMENTS 


Absentee 

Anadarko ■ 

Carnegie 

Hobart 

Lawton 

57 

t 

¥ 

i 

97 

150 

30 

36 

3 

6 

' 

2 

0 

0 

15 

143 

39 

10 

18 

11 

49 

51 

11 

13 

8 

37 

8 

0 

31 

48 

124 

151 

20 

28 

20 

109 

40 

6 

23 

25 

93 

57 

25 

46 

57 

132 

155 

21 

51 

64 

138 

141 

16 

50 

20 

150 

58 

29 

39 

i 26 

191 

82 

20 

49 

\ 

52 

167 

146 

22 

72 

14 

121 

38 

20 

19 

50 

96 

81 

9 

28 







49 


138 


130 


26 


57 


TOTAL 


CHAIRMAN 


Jacob Ah tone 


Edward Lynn Brace 


Gus Palmer 



George Poolaw 


Everett R. Rhoades 


TREASURER 


Dennis Belindo 







Carmen (Satoe) Chasteen 


Brenda (Doyeto) Myers 


COMMITTEEMAN 


Billy Evans Horse 


William (Bill) Koomsa. Sr. 


Lincoln Tartsah, Sr 


Richie Tartsah 


HOUSING AUTHORITY 


Lincoln V. Aitson 


Melvina (Kaule 


312 


Mari or ie A, Pappio 


William (Bill) Quoetone 
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l§_ S U_ ES 

i 

Precinct Results 



i 

ABSENTEE 

ANADARKO 

. CARNEGIE 


APPROPRIATION 

yes 

.60 

no 

77 

yes 
J64 __ 

no 
J 47 

yes 

<35 

no 
1 ?5 


ISSUE ttl 

57 

30 

162 

144 

104 

128 


ISSUE #2 

30 

54 

J58 

150 

100 

133 


ISSUE #3 

64 

22 

165 

144 

126 

100 


ISSUE # 4 

60 

27 

184 

126 

129 

jl07 


AMENDMENT 1 

65 

21 

246 

72 

177 

64 















DATt: July 1, 1982 


REPLY TO 

ATTN OF; 


Acting Superintendent, Anadarko Agency 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

memorandum 


SUBJECT; 


Certifications of Kiowa Amendment Ratification 


/ 

/ 


to; Area Director 

Attention: Tribal Government Services 


Attached are copies of the certifications signed by the chairman 
of the Kiowa Election Board of the results of the election held 
on June 5, 1982, in which the tribal voters ratified three amend- 
ments, You will note that more than 600 persons voted in each 
election; therefore, all three proposed amendments were ratified 
and are now identified as follows: 


Proposed amendment A becomes Amendment III 
Proposed amendment B becomes Amendment IV 
Proposed amendment C becomes Amendment V, 

These have now been incorporated into our copies of the constitution, 
and copies of that revised version have been sent to your office. 




Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 

6U.S. Government Printms O ffice: 1 » 76—24 1-5 30/301 a 


OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
(REV. 7-76) 

GSA FPMK(4I CFR) 101-11.6 
5010-1 12 


AMENDMENT 


CONSTITUTION 

of the 

KIOWA INDIAN TRIBE OF OKLAHOMA" 


AMENDMENT -fT & 



Section 4, Article VIII - Bill of Rights, to read as foil 

i ri bal members ahall have the right to review 
tribal recor-ds_at a reasonable time established 
by the record holder within five (5) days of 
the request for the review." / 



CER 1 1 FI CATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION 


The attached Amendment A to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Kiowa 

Indian Tribe of Oklahoma was submitted for ratification to the eligible 

voters of the Kiowa Indian Tribe of Oklahoma and was on June 5, 1982 
ratified 

duly rejected by a vote of 530 f or, and 86 a gainst, in an election 
duly called for that purpose. 




AMENDMENT 


CONSTITUTION 
of the 

KIOWA INDIAN TRIBE OF OKLAHOMA 

AMENDMENT ^ s£e**~**>- ' 

Section 4, Article III - Kiowa Business Committee, to read as follov/s: 


“All members of the Kiowa Indian Tribe who have 
reached the age of twenty-one (21) years shall be 
eligible to serve as members of the business com- 
inlttee, or subordinate offices by election or 
appointment, except those persons previously con- 
victed in a court of competent jurisdiction for a 
felony involving dishonesty, a Kiowa member who is 
indebted delinquency to the Kiowa Tribe in excess 
of two (2) years or a Kiowa member who has been 
recalled from the Kiowa Business Committee because 
of mis -use of tribal and/or program funds." 



CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION 


The attached Amendment B to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Kiowa 

Indian Tribe of Oklahoma was submitted for ratification to the elidible 

voters of the Kiowa Indian Tribe of Oklahoma and was on j nr ,o c 
rati fied 

duly rejected by a vote of 4 92 f or, and 124 .against, in an election 
duly called far that purpose. 




• - 







AMENDMENT 

CONSTITUTION 
of the 

KIOWA INDIAN TRIBE OF OKLAHOMA 

AMENDMENT^ 

Section 10, Article II - Tribal Membership, to read as follows: 

"Section 10. Notwithstanding the provisions of 

Article II, Section 6, involving the receipt of 

benefits in land or money, any person who meets the 

eligibility criteria of Article II, Section 1, who 

as a minor accepted material or monetary benefit by 

virtue of the minor being a member of another Indian 

tribe, shall have the option of relinquishing their 

membership in the other tribe and becoming a member 

of the Kiowa Indian Tribe not later than one year 

after the person attains the age of recognition by 

the Kiowa Indian Council, as prescribed in Article I, 

Section 2, provided further that any person eligible 

for membership in the Kiowa Indian Tribe under this 

section at the time of its ratification must take 

appropriate action to enroll as a member of the Kiowa 

Indian Tribe no later than ninety days subsequent to 

the adoption of this section. 

♦ 


/ 

CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION 


The attached Amendment C to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Kiowa 

Indian Tribe of Oklahoma was submitted for ratification to the eligible 

voters of the Kiowa Indian Tribe of Oklahoma and was on June 5, 1982 
ratified 

duly rejected by a vote of 413 for, andj% against, in an election 


duly called for that purpose. 




